
 

MEDIA ADVISORY - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 2, 2026 

Morton County Continues Preservation Efforts at Historic Greenwood Cemetery 
with LiDAR Mapping 

MORTON COUNTY, N.D. – Morton County officials will continue efforts to document, 
preserve, and better understand the historic Greenwood Cemetery through the use of drone-
mounted LiDAR technology on Wednesday, June 3, 2026. 

The project will collect detailed topographic data that may help identify surface depressions and 
landscape features associated with historic burial areas. Information gathered during the flight 
will be compared with existing historical records and cemetery plot maps to improve 
documentation of the site. 

The effort is part of an ongoing initiative to better document, preserve, and interpret one of 
Morton County's earliest historic cemeteries. No excavation or ground disturbance is planned as 
part of this project. 

The project will utilize drone-mounted LiDAR technology with support from the North Dakota 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI). 

WHO: 
• Ray Morrell, Morton County Commissioner, Morton County Park Board Member, Cemeteries 
Portfolio Holder, and Morton County Historical Society Portfolio Holder 
• Cody Schnabel, Morton County Parks Superintendent 

Please note: BCI personnel will not be available for interviews. 

WHAT: 
Drone-based LiDAR mapping of the historic Greenwood Cemetery 

WHERE: 
Greenwood Cemetery 
South Mandan, off 14th Avenue SE near the Shires Drive intersection 

WHEN: 
Wednesday, June 3, 2026 
9:00 a.m. 

Weather and ground conditions permitting. If conditions require, operations may be delayed until 
approximately 10:00 a.m. 



DURATION: 
Approximately 30 minutes 

VISUAL OPPORTUNITIES: 
• Drone deployment and flight operations 
• Greenwood Cemetery grounds 
• Morton County officials discussing preservation efforts 

BACKGROUND: 

Although the site had been used as a cemetery for several years, the Greenwood Cemetery 
Association was formally organized on January 16, 1882. Greenwood became the first legally 
organized cemetery west of Jamestown in Dakota Territory. The cemetery encompassed 
approximately 40 acres, with the last known burials occurring around 1898. 

By the late 20th century, many grave markers had been removed or damaged, leaving much of 
the cemetery's original layout undocumented. Morton County later obtained ownership of the 
property through a Quiet Claim Deed and maintains the cemetery in accordance with North 
Dakota Century Code requirements. In 2021, Greenwood Cemetery was designated a Morton 
County Historical Site. 

The current mapping effort is intended to support ongoing historical preservation, 
documentation, and public understanding of this important part of Morton County's history. 

MEDIA CONTACT: 

Raymond S. Morrell 
Morton County Commissioner 
701-516-3539 
ray.morrell@mortonnd.gov 
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