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Morton County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan Receives State Approval 

MORTON COUNTY — Patrick Martin, Director of Emergency Services, announced that the Morton County 
Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan was approved by the North Dakota Department of Emergency Services, 
Homeland Security Division on May 4, 2026. 

The plan was developed with input from a broad group of public and private partners throughout the county. 

“The goal of hazard mitigation planning is to make communities safer by identifying risks and taking proactive 
steps to reduce their impact,” said Martin. “With this approval, our communities are now eligible to pursue 
federal mitigation grant funding opportunities.” 

The plan evaluates local hazards, assesses current capabilities, and identifies practical projects to help reduce 
the impacts of flooding, severe winter weather, summer storms, and other potential threats.  

“Approval reflects the hard work and collaboration of the Morton County planning team,” said Justin Messner, 
Disaster Recovery Chief with the North Dakota Division of Homeland Security. “Team members worked 
together to evaluate risks and identify meaningful mitigation projects. We encourage communities to pursue 
funding opportunities to implement these strategies.” 

North Dakota is one of only three states participating in FEMA’s Program Administration by States (PAS) Pilot 
Program, which allows the state to administer both the planning and funding portions of the Hazard Mitigation 
Grant Program. To qualify, states must maintain an approved mitigation plan, demonstrate a strong commitment 
to mitigation, and show effective program management. 

The full Morton County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan is available online at www.mortonnd.gov/mitigation. 

Since 1997, more than $253 million in combined local, tribal, state, and federal funding has supported 
mitigation projects across North Dakota, helping reduce the impacts of natural hazards statewide. 

According to the National Institute of Building Sciences, every $1 invested in pre-disaster mitigation saves an 
average of $6 in future disaster costs. 
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